Grade Four

Remembering the Past – To Inspire the future.

J.R. Clifford
Grade Four Lesson Plan
Title: J.R. Clifford 4th grade lesson plans
Grade Level/Subject: 4th grade- Social Studies
WV Content Standards and Objectives:

● SS.0.4.1.2:

●
●

●
●
●

Identify and explain the commonly held democratic values, principles, and
beliefs expressed in the Declaration of Independence and the significance of
patriotic symbols, holidays, celebrations, and famous people.
SS.0.4.1.4:
Evaluate the responsibility, privileges and rights of United States citizenship
and the importance of civic life.
SS.0.4.1.5:
Research recent and historical conflicts concerning individual rights at the
international, national, and local levels; then explain how those conflicts
were resolved and suggest ways for peaceful conflict resolutions.
SS.0.4.2.1:
Justify the rule of law and limited government and prove they protect
individual rights and the common good.
SS.0.4.2.2:
Defend the rights of individuals in the democratic process and the right of an
individual or group to dissent responsibly.
SS.0.4.5.1:
Create timelines to sequence and infer connections between events in
history.

Character Introduction and Background
Essential Questions:
o How would the items symbolize our character’s life?
o What role did J.R. Clifford play in West Virginia history?
o How did J.R. Clifford affect the national civil rights movement?
Materials Needed:
o copies of “J.R. Clifford: A West Virginia Civil Rights Pioneer”
o objects that symbolize periods of Clifford’s life: enlarged shape
of Hardy County, Union flag, nurse’s cap, scissors and comb,
newspaper with the banner The Pioneer Press, law book, black
robe, poster with the letters N.A.A.C.P.
o 4x6 index cards
o timeline format blanks
Instructional Procedures:
o Teacher passes objects out to students and asks them to work
with partners to brainstorm possibilities for what the object
would symbolize in our character’s life.
o Partner teams share their decisions with the class. Additional
input from the class is collected as well.
o Final decisions about the objects are recorded on 4x6 index
cards.
o Objects are displayed around the room with index cards.
o Copies of the “J.R. Clifford” story are passed out for choral or
individual reading.
o Students come back together for a wrap up session.
Assessment:
o Teacher challenges the students to revise the predictions for the
objects to match J.R. Clifford’s life and to arrange in timeline
fashion to match his life story.
o During whole group discussion student “secretary” records the
answers to questions about Clifford’s role in West Virginia and in
the national civil rights movement on chart paper and posts in
the J.R. Discovery Station.
o Each student is to design a timeline that reflects the major
events with dates and short summary or pictorial representation
of the event.

Resources:
Information from the JR Clifford website: http://www.jrclifford.org

