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Remembering the Past – To Inspire the future. 

                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

J.R. Clifford 

5th Grade Lesson Plan 
 

Title:  J.R. Clifford 5th grade lesson plans 
 

Grade Level/Subject: 5th grade-Social Studies 
 

WV Content Standards and Objectives: 
 

● SS.0.5.5.5:    
Research important figures and their reactions to events and judge their 

significance to the history of democracy. 

● SS.0.5.5.6:   

Evaluate the contributions of regional folk heroes and other popular figures 
and judge the significance of those contributions to the cultural history of the 

United States. 

● SS.0.5.5.13:  

Research significant leaders in the Civil Rights Movement. 

● SS.S.5.6.3:    

Distinguish relationships among people, ideas, and events. 

● SS.S.5.6.5:    

Outline sequence of events. 

● SS.S.5.6.8:    

Write and edit organized texts of various genres to insure that information is 
clearly understood. 



 

Introduction to the Character of J.R. Clifford  

 
 Essential Questions: 

o      What character traits would you ascribe to J.R.  
         Clifford? 

o      What events in his life helped to shape his life? 
o      How did his life impact those around him? 

  
 

 Materials Needed: 
o Copies of “Friends of Blackwater Canyon”, winter                                                                          

                 2004 
o Copies of “The Pioneer Press”, vol.125 No. 1 

o Copies of “J.R. Clifford: A West Virginia Civil Rights  
                 Pioneer  

o Copies of J.R. Clifford coloring book or pdfs of individual pages       

(Contact the Friends of Blackwater Canyon at (304) 345-7663 to 
have pdfs sent to you.) 

o Descriptions of Genres for Playlets and Playlet Assessment Chart     
from Social Studies Strategies for Active Learning (Shell 

Educational Publishing)  
o Template : Web Design 

 
 Instructional Procedures: 

o Distribute copies of the Descriptions of Genres for Playlets and 
inform the students that cooperative teams will be presenting 

the stages of Clifford’s life using performance.         
 

o Students may select team members and topic or the teacher 
may assign groups to the topics of Childhood, Young Adult, 

Mature Adult, and Impact of Clifford’s Life to teams. 

 
o Teams need to review performance genres and make a selection. 

 
o   The teacher creates workstations around the room to help 

students   research their particular phase of Clifford’s life. 
Display primary and secondary sources. Encourage the use of 

the INTERNET through sites as wwwjrclifford.org and 
www.google.com . 

 
o Students may collect information on a web organizer or a journal. 

 
 

http://www.google.com/


o  Allow sufficient time to organize and prepare genre   

                  playlet. 
 

o  Distribute “Peer Charting of Playlets” and teacher’s “Playlets   
assessment Chart” forms. Discuss thoroughly 

 
o Schedule rehearsal time and announce the date(s) for 

performances. Transparencies of the color book pages/pdfs with 
data projector or SMARTBOARD could be projected onto 

whiteboards as backgrounds during the performances. 
o Students and teacher complete assessment form as each group 

performs. Flip video cameras may be used to record the playlets. 
These could be replayed for completion of 

assessment/enjoyment by peers or other classes/guests. 
 

 

o After completion, students should be encouraged to reflect on 
their performances, generating lists of areas for improvement 

and successes. 
 

 
 

 Assessment: 
o Teacher collects semantic webs and score for accuracy. 

o “Peer Charting of Playlets” and teacher’s “Playlets Assessment 
Chart” may be sources of formative evaluation. 

 
 

 Resources: 
o Primary sources from www.jrclifford.org 

o Secondary sources: magazine articles; information from  

google.com search 
 

 
 File attachments: 

o Web design template 
o  Descriptions Of Genres for Playlets 

o  Peer Charting of Playlets (students) 
o  Playlets Assessment Chart (teacher)  

http://www.jrclifford.org/













